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and a civilian account for an indi-
vidual, a separate withdrawal request
must be made for each account.

(b) Spousal rights. The spouse of a
service member participant has the
same TSP spousal rights as the spouse
of a civilian participant covered under
the Federal Employees’ Retirement
System; those spousal rights in the
context of a withdrawal (and the proc-
ess by which a service member may ob-
tain an exception to them) are ex-
plained at 5 CFR part 1650.

(c) Combat czone contributions. If a
service member account contains com-
bat zone contributions, the withdrawal
will be distributed pro rata from all
sources. If a participant requests the
TSP to transfer all, or a portion, of a
withdrawal to a traditional IRA or eli-
gible employer plan, the share of the
withdrawal attributable to combat
zone contributions (if any) can be
transferred only if the IRA or plan ac-
cepts such funds.

(d) Separation. The definition of sepa-
ration from service at §1604.2 applies
when determining a service member’s
eligibility for a withdrawal.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 70 FR
32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.8 Death benefits.

The account balance of a deceased
service member will be paid as de-
scribed at 5 CFR part 1651, with the fol-
lowing exceptions:

(a) Separate accounts. To designate a
beneficiary for a TSP death benefit, a
service member must file a valid bene-
ficiary designation form. If the TSP
maintains a service member account
and a civilian account for an indi-
vidual, a separate beneficiary designa-
tion form must be filed for each ac-
count.

(b) Combat zone contributions. If a
service member account contains com-
bat zone contributions, the death ben-
efit payment will be made pro rata
from all sources.

(c) Trustee-to-trustee transfers. The
surviving spouse of a TSP participant
can request the TSP to transfer a
death benefit payment to a traditional
IRA or eligible employer plan. The
share of the death benefit payment
that is attributable to combat zone
contributions (if any) can be trans-
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ferred only if the IRA or plan accepts
such funds.

(d) Transfer to a TSP account. If the
TSP maintains an account for a death
benefit beneficiary who is the surviving
spouse of the participant, the spouse
can request the TSP to transfer the
death benefit payment to his or her
TSP account; the share attributable to
combat zone contributions (if any) can-
not be transferred into a civilian ac-
count.

[66 FR 50713, Oct. 4, 2001, as amended at 70 FR
32209, June 1, 2005]

§1604.9 Court orders and legal proc-
esses.

A TSP account can be divided in an
action for divorce, annulment, or legal
separation, and is subject to legal proc-
ess relating to child support, alimony,
or child abuse. The TSP will make a
payment from a service member’s ac-
count under such orders or processes as
described at 5 CFR part 16563, with the
following exceptions:

(a) Separate accounts. To qualify for
enforcement against the TSP, a court
order or legal process must expressly
relate to the TSP. Therefore, if the
TSP maintains a service member ac-
count and a civilian account for an in-
dividual, a qualifying court order or
legal process must expressly state from
which account payment is to be made.

(b) Combat zone contributions. If a
service member account contains com-
bat zone contributions, the payment
will be made pro rata from all sources.

(c) Trustee-to-trustee transfers. The
current or former spouse of a TSP par-
ticipant can request the TSP to trans-
fer a court-ordered payment to a tradi-
tional IRA or eligible employer plan. If
the payee requests the TSP to transfer
all or a portion of the court-ordered
payment to an IRA or plan, the share
of the payment attributable to combat
zone contributions (if any) can be
transferred only if the IRA or plan ac-
cepts such funds.

(d) Transfer to a TSP account. If the
TSP maintains an account for a court
order payee who 1is the current or
former spouse of the participant, the
payee can request the TSP to transfer
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